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OCTOBER 2022 

 

WWII Genealogy (Russell Horton) 

Facebook Groups for Family History (Bob Heck) 

 

 

October 12, 2022 

7:00 PM – New Berlin Ale House 

16000 West Cleveland Avenue 

New Berlin, WI  52151 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MEETING BITS AND BYTES 
 
You could tell that we are heading toward fall with 
the temp a little cooler than last month and the sun 
setting a little earlier.  The September 14th meeting 
is probably the last one of the year when we still 
arrived in daylight.  There were 35 members in 
attendance for this meeting. 
 
Randy Ray was the presenter for the first portion of 
the meeting and came with his basket full of 
computer tricks and hacks.  He started off by 
showing us how to clean our computer.  Who knew 
they were supposed to be doing this??  Well, we all 
should because apparently there is a lot to clean – 
browsing history, downloads and cached images.  
And, of course, you can’t forget to take out the 
recycling.  
If you were looking for help with genealogy, Randy 
had that too.  He showed us how to use Google 
Translate and other Google apps such as Docs, 
Photos, Maps, Sheets and Gmail.  He recommends 
you explore the Google apps to see what will work 
best for you.  He also touched on Google and 
Ancestry books that you can make for your family 
history.  That wasn’t quite enough because he added 
info on Zoom, PDF’s and screen shots. 
His tip is to “Only pay for what you need.” 
 
The second half of the meeting was devoted to you, 
our members, and what type of suggestions you had 
for future meetings.  You did not disappoint as you 
had a lot of to suggest.  Some of the suggestions 
included: 
 
DNA, Ancestry, review of flash drives, SD cards 
and external drives, Newspapers.com, system 
mechanics, source types, other ports of 
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immigration, genealogy software and webinars.  
Look for your suggested topics in future meetings. 
 
Remember, if you miss a meeting, you can always 
catch up when Bob Heck posts the presentations on 
YouTube. 
 
 
RANDY’S GENEALOGY TIPS 
 
Randy recommends these two webinar speakers on 
YouTube: 
Lisa Louise Cooke’s Genealogy Gems 

Connie Knox Genealogy TV 

 
 
  
WHAT’S ON THE OCTOBER SCHEDULE 
 
We will have a special guest speaker for the 
October meeting.  Russell Horton is a Reference 
and Outreach Archivist from the Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum in Madison and he will be at our 
meeting to talk about World War II Genealogy.   
Some of you may have family who served in WWII, 
but you don’t know much about their history 
because many of that generation did not talk about 
their service.  Russell will probably have some great 
tips on where to look for your family’s history. 
 
Are you on Facebook?  Do you know what all 
might be available to you there as far researching 
your ancestors?  Bob Heck will give the second 
presentation of the evening on Facebook Groups for 
Family History.  This may be a resource you 
haven’t delved into yet, but could be just what you 
need to fill in a puzzle piece or two. 
 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE NOTES 
 
Your steering committee held a Zoom meeting at 
7:00PM on September 21, 2022.  The following 
members attended: 
 
Debbie Bluett, Bob Heck, Bob Miller, 
Randy Ray, Bob Tatalovich, Louise Stack 
 
We had a very short meeting last month, but this 
meeting was a lengthy one, ending at 8:48PM.  We 

just had so much to discuss because we reviewed all 
of the suggestions that you made at the September 
14th meeting. There were also suggestions emailed 
to Bob from members who were unable to attend 
the meeting.  We were able to add a few to the 
Upcoming Programs schedule with some related 
topics consolidated into one presentation.  It is a 
work in progress so we will continue to update the 
Upcoming Programs. 
 
We also discussed an offer from one of our 
members to give several presentations – Yes, sign 
her up! 
 
Lastly, we did confirm speakers and topics for the 
October meeting as well as the rest of the current 
year.  
 
 
 
A QUOTE TO PONDER: 
 
“If you can’t get rid of the family skeleton, you may 

as well make it dance.” 

 

George Bernard Shaw 
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Have you renewed yet?  MPAFUG membership 
dues for 2023 should be sent in to Treasurer Debbie 
Bluett.  Please note that although Debbie has been 
the treasurer for a while now, this is her first-time 
collecting dues so please BE KIND and PATIENT.  
Dues are $12 for the year and can be sent to Debbie 
at the address listed at the end of this newsletter. 
 
If you have been enjoying the video recordings of 
the monthly meetings or periodic genealogical notes 
from Bob Heck, just be aware that if you do not 
renew your dues, your name would be removed 
from the email list.   
 
REMINDERS 
 
Please keep Bruce Butterfield, a member of our 
steering committee and a past presenter at our 
MPAFUG meetings, in your thoughts and prayers.  
Bruce is recovering from back and brain surgery 
after falling down stairs.  He has a long road of 
recovery and rehabilitation ahead of him. 
Get well soon Bruce! 
 
 
The Family History Center is open Thursdays and 
Saturdays. 
Thursday hours:  8:30AM – 3:30PM and  
                            6:30PM – 9:00PM 
Saturday hours:   10:00AM – 1:00PM 
 
On Thursday evenings Cheryl Heck, Bob Heck and 
Randy Ray are the volunteers on duty who will 
assist you in your research. 
 
There are numerous Portal systems available for 
free use at the center, some of which you may not 
have tried from home because they come with a 
cost but could be of use for your research.  
Ancestry, Fold3, Newspapers.com among others 
that charge, are available free at the center.  If you 
need help with your research, this is the place to go. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
The Jeri Jackson Story 
 
Jeri embarked on her genealogy journey not 
because of any particular influence, but just because 
she thought it would be nice to have a family tree to 
pass along.  She has been doing her research, on and 
off, for about 10 years and has also been a member 
of MPAFUG for about 5 years.  Jeri hasn’t had 
much time to work on her projects but is hoping to 
attend a meeting soon. 
 
So far, Jeri’s family tree has 6 generations and she 
is currently researching about 12 ancestors.  She 
does have a special piece of family history because 
her grandfather wrote a memoir before he passed 
away at the age of 93.  She also has pictures of her 
great-grandparents which she considers her best 
find. 
 
Jeri hasn’t found the need to go on any road trips 
yet as much of her family are from Waukesha 
County.  She has done a cemetery trip to Big Bend. 
 
Until now the only brick wall that Jeri has hit 
involves her maternal grandfather.  He was adopted 
in the early 1900’s, “in an informal way” according 
to the family story.   She does know that he came to 
the US from Ireland. 
 
Jeri has gone back to the late 1800’s in her research.  
The two countries of interest for her are Ireland and 
England. 
 
She would like to document her family tree and 
places of birth for her ancestors. 
 
Good luck building that family tree Jeri! 
 
If you would like to submit your story, please email 
Louise Stack at:  kilostack@att.net and put Member 
Spotlight in the subject line. 
There are the12 basic questions to answer about 
your genealogy story, but beyond that you are free 
to tell your story any way you wish.  All the stories 
are unique and interesting, but also give other 
members research hints and hope that they too will 
find their ancestors. 
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The Member Spotlight questions have recently been 
updated: 
 
1. Who or what got you interested in genealogy? 
 
2.  How long have you been doing your genealogy 
research?  How long have you been a member of 
MPAFUG? 
 
3.  How big is your family tree?   
 
4.  How many ancestors are you researching?  Are 
you working with or sharing with another relative? 
 
5.  Do you have any special photographs or 
memorabilia? 
 
6.  Have you gone on any road trips for your 
research?  Where?  Did you find what you were 
looking for? 
7.  Have you had any surprises? 
8.  What is your best find? 
 
9.  Have you hit any brick walls? 
 
10.  What countries have you been researching? 
 
11.  How far back have you gone? 
 
12.  What are you hoping to find? 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 
November 9, 2022 
  Member Show and Tell: 
  Debbie Bluett 
  Rose Boggs 
  Bob Heck 
  Joan Hepp 
  Randy Ray 
  Susie Staats 
  Louise Stack 
 
No Meeting in December 
 
 

 
January 11, 2023 
   Computer Security – What You Should or  
   Shouldn’t Be Doing (Bill Heck) 
   Computer Security Updates (Sam Colon) 
 
February 2023 
   What You Can Learn from Roots Tech 2023 
    (Bob Miller) 
    Please note the actual virtual conference is  
    March 2-4, 2023 
 
March 8, 2023 
    All About flash drives, SD cards, External  
    Drives; How to Use Them, How to Upload and 
    Download from an External Drive, Auto Backup  
    And Troubleshooting (Randy Ray) 
 
April 12, 2023 
   DNA and DNA Using Ancestry 
   (Randy Ray) 
 
May 10, 2023 
   System Mechanics (Sam Colon) 
 
June 14, 2023 (Working on It) 
 
July 12, 2023 (Working on It) 
    
     
If you would like to make a presentation or have a 
suggestion for a meeting topic, please contact Bob 
Heck at: bobheckmpafug@gmail.com. 
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About This Newsletter 
  
This newsletter is the official monthly publication 
of the Milwaukee PAF Users Group.  All rights are 
reserved.  No articles herein may be reproduced for 
profit or commercial gain without the express 
written consent of the Publisher or the Milwaukee 
PAF Users Group.  Other PAF Users Groups may 
republish articles freely, but must include credit to 
the authors and for the Milwaukee PAF Users 
Group Newsletter. 
 
Members interested in submitting articles may e-
mail them to bobheckmpafug@gmail.com.  The 
MPAFUG Publisher will determine if an article will 
be used in this newsletter.  Articles will be used as 
space permits. 
 
 
NO COPYRIGHTED ARTICLES may be 
submitted without express permission of the author 
and publisher.  Articles should be submitted by the 
1st Wednesday to be considered for inclusion in that 
same month.  Credit will be given for your article. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MPAFUG KEY INFORMATION 
 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Sam Colon: 

  414-327-2133 

  genrschr@gmail.com 

 

Bob Heck: 

   414-421-7143 

  bobheckmpafug@gmail.com 

 

Jane Orne: 

  262-938-9371 

  orne@Rworld.net 

 

Louise Stack: 

 414-581-3978 

 kilostack@att.net 

 

Bob Tatalovich: 

 414-897-8280 

  Bobt3725@gmail.com 

 

       

 Debbie Bluett 

 John Canapa 

 Steve Gulgowski 

 Bob Miller 

 Randy Ray 

 

Questions about MPAFUG? 

Write, call or email: 

MPAFUG c/o Bob Heck 

4910 Steeple Dr. 

Greendale, WI  53129 

414-421-7143 

bobheckmpafug@gmail.com 

 

 

Steering committee meetings are held on the third 

Wednesday of the month except in December.  The 

meetings have historically been held at the Family 

History Center located at 9600 W. Grange Ave, Hales 

Corners, WI; however, due to the Covid 19 pandemic 

the meetings are currently being held via Zoom. 

The Steering Committee is an informal group of 

members who get together to plan the general agendas 

for future meetings.  All MPAFUG members are 

welcome to attend. 
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Membership in MPAFUG is open to anyone 
interested in learning more about computer 
genealogy.  Membership is usually $12 per 
calendar year for an individual or family.   
 
For 2023 new membership or renewal:  
 
Please send a check for $12.00 made payable to 
MPAFUG to: 
 
Deborah A. Bluett – MPAFUG Treasurer 
PO Box 229 
Delavan, WI  53115-0229 
 
Please include with your check, your Name, 
Mailing Address, email Address and Phone 
Number. 
 
OUR WEB PAGE:  http://mpafug.org 
We invite you to visit our web page and even print a 
copy of this and the previous month’s newsletter.  
We also have a surname section where you can see 
who else is working on your family line.  Members 
of MPAFUG have access to a members-only web 
page which contains past newsletters and handouts 
from our meetings. 
 


