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SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

Open Discussion with Members:  What Would You Like Us 

to Present at MPAFUG meetings? 

Simple Computer Tricks for Genealogy: 

How to Keep Your Computer Clean of Junk Files; Google, 

Google Translate, Zoom and Computer Tricks and Hacks 

(Randy Ray) 

 

 

September 14, 2022 

7:00 PM – New Berlin Ale House 

16000 West Cleveland Avenue 

New Berlin, WI  52151 

 

 

 
MEETING BITS AND BYTES 
 
When we arrived for the August 10th meeting it was 
a balmy 88o outside, but the meeting room was a bit 
icy.  Wise were those amongst the 40 members who 
wore a sweater.  There were no new members or 
guests. 
 
When Bob Heck opened the meeting at 7PM he 
mentioned that there had been a *solar storm on the 
previous Sunday which had affected 
communications.  He hoped that all the MPAFUG 
equipment would be working well.  It was and there 
were no glitches so the meeting went on as planned. 
 
There were 2 presentations for the evening.  Randy 
Ray was up first with information on the resources 
available at the UW Milwaukee Golda Meir 
Library.  Randy said he had first gone in June, but 
has been back 3 times because there is so much to 
find there.  The only drawback is the parking and 
the unfriendly robots cruising about campus. Some 
of the things you could see there are a map of the 
world from 1492, a map of the United States from 
Russia with atomic symbols on various cities and an 
Encyclopedia of Ukraine.  The library had received 
a donation of 1.5 million maps from NY back in 
1978, but the collection has continued to grow since 
then.  In addition to maps, the library has a 
microfilm room and an archives section.  One thing 
you might find there are abstract land titles.  Bob 
Heck even had a story about his 4X great-
grandfather and the value of having an abstract title.  
 
Bob Miller was the 2nd presenter of the evening 
with his program about the Stephen Morse website 
for genealogy research.  The key point to remember 
is that this website does not have actual records, but 
it is a site to do searches.  In other words, Stephen 

NEWSLETTER 
September 2022 

Volume 2022 Issue 9 



Page 2 

 

Morse gets you to other resources such as census 
records, passenger lists and vital records.   
 
*Solar storm on August 7, 2022 according to Live 
Science: 
“Classified as moderate by National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration Space Weather 
Prediction Center. 
The G2 geomagnetic storm which pummeled our 
planet on August 7th was the result of a solar wind 
stream or charged particles from the sun striking 
earth’s magnetic field.” 
 
In addition to the opportunity table items, there 
were a number of 3-rings binders donated by a 
member that were available for free.     
 
Remember, if you miss a meeting, you can always 
catch up when Bob Heck posts the presentations on 
YouTube. 
 
  
WHAT’S ON THE SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE 
 
Now’s your chance to weigh in on what you would 
like to hear and see presented at MPAFUG 
meetings.  Even if you aren’t able to come to a 
meeting, you can still let us know what you’d like 
because you would be able to catch the meeting 
recording afterwards.   
 
Randy Ray will also be giving a presentation on just 
about everything to do with your computer.  He will 
show you how to clean up junk files (we all have 
those don’t we) as well as give tips on using a few 
websites.  One thing he promised is how to change 
your background photo for a zoom meeting.  He 
does have a bag of tricks which you may not have 
in your repertoire so it should prove educational. 
 
 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE NOTES 
 
Your steering committee held a Zoom meeting on 
August 17, 2022.  The following members attended: 
 
Bob Heck, Bob Miller, Bob Tatalovich,  
Randy Ray and Louise Stack (zooming in from Eau 
Claire, WI on a genealogy road trip) 

It was a short and sweet meeting which ran from 
7:00-7:25PM, possibly the shortest on record.  
 
There was a brief discussion on the sound system 
being used at the meetings.  Bob Heck noted that a 
problem arises in the quality of the recordings 
depending on the speaker’s voice.  Adjustments 
may have to be made when the speaker is more soft-
spoken as was the case with Bob Miller at the 
8/10/22 meeting.  Bob Heck said that he and Randy 
have stronger (louder?) voices so they usually come 
across well on the recording. 
 
Since we have programs set through January and 
part of February, we decided not to schedule any 
further out until after the September meeting to see 
what our members would like for presentations.  
We did firm up the list of show and tell 
presentations for the November meeting.   
 
 
 
A QUOTE TO PONDER: 
 
“I am a GENEALOGIST. 

Ask me about my ability to annoy complete 

strangers.” 

 

CavaGenealogy 

 

 

 

MEMBERS HELPING MEMBERS 
 
A couple of months ago Bob Heck had sent out an 
email asking if there were any of our members who 
could help another member in translating a Polish 
document.  It took a little time and went through 
several people, but there was a successful outcome. 
 
Linda and Andy Marcinowski volunteered to take 
on the project and persevered until they were able to 
get the translations for member Jean.  
 
Linda said: “The documents proved to be difficult 
for my husband Andy to read.  He could only make 
out some of the handwriting, so he asked his friend, 
an 80+ yr old woman who was born in Poland, to 
look at them.  She was able to make out a little 
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more, but also had difficulty reading some of the 
writing. 
But we did not give up.  Andy took it to another 
couple who moved here from Poland.  They are in 
their 40’s. They were able to read most of it.” 
 
The translation ended up being for 2 documents, an 
1857 marriage record and a 1935 death record. 
 
“It happened in the city of Kamionka on the 9th of 
February 1857 at 3 pm.  The witnesses were 30-
year-old Ignazy Mitrus and Jakob Mitaszska.  Both 
are farmers from Siedlisk.  On this day they had 
their religious marriage of Anton Majeroski, son of 
deceased Kazimiere and Agnieska, maiden name 
Matkow.  They were farmers from Siedlisk.  Anton 
was born in Siedlisk.  He lived with his mother.  
Anton is now 19 years old.  He married Maryanna 
Mitrus.  Her parents are both dead, Jozef and Tekla, 
maiden name Grymuzow, owners of a farm.  Both 
were from Siedlisk.  Born there in Siedlisk, she was 
a maid (unmarried).  She is 20 years old.  They 
made all three wedding bands required by the 
church.  25th of January, 1st and 9th of February at 
11 o’clock at the church in Kamionka.  Witnesses to 
the marriage – which the mother gave permission.  
The bride’s brother.  All the witnesses signed the 
paper.  Fr. Blazy Mach??? Parish priest 
Kamionkowski.” 
 
“No. 23 Marcin Majewski 
It happened in the city of Lubarkow on the 24th day 
of January 1935 at 5pm.  Two people, Auriela 
Dominik and Jan Florek, both adults and farmers 
from woli Mieczyslawskiej.  They stated that 
yesterday at 1am Marcin died.  He was a handyman 
and widower, at age 77; born in Siedliskach, parish 
of Kamionka; son of Anton and Maryanna, maiden 
name Mitrusow.  The priest took their statement and 
made the official death notice.  Priest W. Golinksi” 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Beginning in September Bob Heck will start 
sending out notices that MPAFUG membership 
dues for 2023 should be sent in to Treasurer Debbie 
Bluett.  Please note that although Debbie has been 
the treasurer for a while now, this is her first-time 
collecting dues so please BE KIND and PATIENT.  
Dues are $12 for the year and can be sent to Debbie 
at the address listed at the end of this newsletter. 
 
If you have been enjoying the video recordings of 
the monthly meetings or periodic genealogical notes 
from Bob Heck, just be aware that if you do not 
renew your dues, your name would be removed 
from the email list.   
 
 
 
REMINDERS 
 
 
The Family History Center is open Thursdays and 
Saturdays. 
Thursday hours:  8:30AM – 3:30PM and  
                            6:30PM – 9:00PM 
Saturday hours:   10:00AM – 1:00PM 
 
On Thursday evenings Cheryl Heck, Bob Heck and 
Randy Ray are the volunteers on duty who will 
assist you in your research. 
 
There are numerous Portal systems available for 
free use at the center, some of which you may not 
have tried from home because they come with a 
cost but could be of use for your research.  
Ancestry, Fold3, Newspapers.com among others 
that charge, are available free at the center.  If you 
need help with your research, this is the place to go. 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
The Jean Micech Story 
 
Jean has been a member of MPAFUG for at least 15 
years, but isn’t sure how she got started doing 
genealogy.  She has about 200 people in her family 
tree. 
“I was asking questions when I was a teenager but 
not getting many answers.  During the 1940’s and 
1950’s secrets were kept and not told to anyone.  
My mother would not answer anything.  She told 
me to just forget it and she would be very upset.  I 
started writing down family history, bits and pieces 
whenever I heard information. 
I research many relatives, actually picking one out 
depending on who I feel like doing at the moment.  
I share with my family what I find and with anyone 
that asks me.” 
 
“My great-grandfather had a blacksmith shop.  I 
have a pair of horseshoes that were in his shop.  
When the shop was torn down, a neighbor found the 
horseshoes and saved them for me.  Growing up I 
stayed in my great-grandfather’s house in the 
summer.  I was so excited!  I have many photos, 
too.  But I also have an envelope of photos that I 
have no clue who they are.  Folks didn’t write 
names on the pictures way back in the 1900’s.  I 
keep the envelope and show the pics, hoping 
(maybe) someone might know.”   
 
Jean has gone on a number of road trips, mostly in 
Michigan and Wisconsin.  She is also doing 
research in Canada, Scotland, England, Ireland and 
Finland.  She has been able to trace a few people 
back to the late 1600’s. 
 
“Surprises?  Oh, goodness yes!  When I was 13 
years old, I asked my mother about our family.  She 
became so angry that I did not ask again.  I started 
to wonder.” 
 
“Then MPAFUG had a gentleman give a talk on 
DNA about 7 (?) years ago.  I thought that sounds 
nice I will do that.  Little did I know my world 
would be turned upside down.  I had many matches 
from Finland that I never heard of.  I didn’t tell 
anyone for 3 months.  I studied DNA and built trees 
according to their instructions.  When I had a tree 
assembled, I wanted to be sure of my findings.  I 

called Ancestry and actually spoke with a person in 
the DNA department.  That was many years ago 
when you could actually talk with a direct person.  
He looked over my DNA and said very quietly ‘we 
stand by our results.’  I found out that the man I was 
raised with was not my father.  (I am sure that is 
why my mother was so angry.  I might find out!)  I 
then called Ancestry and wanted to get help from a 
professional genealogist in DNA.  I was referred to 
a woman in San Francisco.  She looked over my 
tree and called me about 4 days later and said she 
found the correct family from my tree!  She 
narrowed down to 2 brothers.  Then down to one 
man.  DNA made a match.  The result was that the 
bio father had a son and daughter a few years later.  
I met my half-brother in Michigan, unfortunately he 
was very ill and passed away about two months 
later.  My half-sister had also passed away.  I felt 
complete that at least I met and talked with him.  
We shared stories.  He asked me if I ever went 
swimming at Green Spot, the favorite swim area for 
many.  I said ‘yes,’ many times I swam there.  I 
wonder if we met at Green Spot.  So many people 
knew about me but not one word was said.  My 
biological father lived about 4 miles away from my 
mother.” 
 
“Funny story:  I had a match from Finland and that 
person contacted me because I showed up in his 
database.  I sent the little information I had, and he 
replied ‘oh, I am not really interested in genealogy, 
I just wanted to find someone that would take me 
skiing in America!’  I replied: ‘sorry, but I am not 
that person.’  I just had to laugh!” 
 
“Another story: 
You never know what you will find!!” 
 
“I was helping my mother clean out a house after 
my great aunt passed away and her brother, my 
great uncle, was in a nursing home.  They lived in 
the family home in Michigan.” 
 
While cleaning out a drawer Jean found a brown 
color card about the size of a postcard.  Written on 
the front was “baby M 1903-1904.”  On the back 
side of the card was the name of the funeral home.  
That funeral home, John Ryan Funeral Home, had 
gone out of business years before and although Jean 
searched for records, she wasn’t able to find any.  “I 



Page 5 

 

wanted to know who had this baby.”  Jean even 
went to the sexton’s office and to the Vital Records 
office, but found nothing. 
“Although I had been to the family cemetery many 
times, I never saw a baby from 1904.” 
Jean tried the cemetery again thinking she had 
missed it, but again was disappointed.  She also 
tried the family church, but had no luck there either. 
 
“I went to the sexton’s office about a year later and 
I met with a man that I called the ‘cranky man.’  I 
asked about a baby from my family from 1904.  He 
flipped open his roll-a-dex and said ‘no baby.’  I 
left.” 
“I returned to the area 2 years later and I said to my 
husband, ‘I’m going to see the sexton again, maybe 
a card was lost.’  My husband said, ‘you are going 
to see that cranky man again?’  ‘I said yes, I am.’  I 
went to the office and there he was with his feet up 
on the counter.  I told him what I was looking for 
and he pointed his finger at me and said ‘you were 
here a while ago and I told you no baby.’  He then 
said ‘I should charge you $2 for looking again.’ 
I was very polite.  He opened his roll-a-dex, looked 
again and said ‘I told you no baby.’   
I said ‘thank you’ and then I put $2 on the counter.  
Politely, I said ‘here is $2, why not get yourself a 
cup of coffee and have a great day.’  He looked at 
me stunned.” 
 
Five years later Jean made another stop at the 
cemetery.  She found the office redecorated and a 
younger man behind the counter.  When she told 
him her story, he said that his mother was really 
interested in genealogy so he was now too.  He 
went thru the roll-a-dex and commented that he was 
digitizing all the cards.  He had already done about 
3,000 but had many more to go.  He also said he 
had not found a baby card.  As Jean was getting 
ready to leave, he told her to wait a minute because 
he had a stack of cards that he didn’t know where 
they belonged.  He did a search of the cards and 
found one that said “baby M 1903-1904.” 
Jean wondered what the first name was and when 
the sexton turned the card over it said “Jean” and 
also had the family’s address.   
“I said no, that is my name, what is the baby’s 
name?”  The sexton repeated that the baby’s name 
was Jean.  “Oh, my goodness!  I found her – my 
great aunt – what a thrill!” 

“Baby Jean was not listed in the family bible or 
anywhere else.  Why, I don’t know.”   
Jean then went to the Vital Records Office again 
and learned that the files had been cleaned up so the 
clerk was able to pull baby Jean’s info for her. 
 
Jean Micech says: “Never give up!” 
 
What great stories Jean!  Your persistence is 
inspiring.  Thanks for sharing. 
 
 
If you would like to submit your story, please email 
Louise Stack at:  kilostack@att.net and put Member 
Spotlight in the subject line. 
There are the12 basic questions to answer about 
your genealogy story, but beyond that you are free 
to tell your story any way you wish.  All the stories 
are unique and interesting, but also give other 
members research hints and hope that they too will 
find their ancestors. 
 
 
The Member Spotlight questions have recently been 
updated: 
 
1. Who or what got you interested in genealogy? 
 
2.  How long have you been doing your genealogy 
research?  How long have you been a member of 
MPAFUG? 
 
3.  How big is your family tree?   
 
4.  How many ancestors are you researching?  Are 
you working with or sharing with another relative? 
 
5.  Do you have any special photographs or 
memorabilia? 
 
6.  Have you gone on any road trips for your 
research?  Where?  Did you find what you were 
looking for? 
7.  Have you had any surprises? 
8.  What is your best find? 
 
9.  Have you hit any brick walls? 
 
10.  What countries have you been researching? 
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11.  How far back have you gone? 
 
12.  What are you hoping to find? 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 
    
October 12, 2022 
  World War II Genealogy (Russell Horton) 
  Facebook Groups for Family History (Bob Heck) 
  
November 9, 2022 
  Member Show and Tell: 
  Debbie Bluett 
  Rose Boggs 
  Bob Heck 
  Joan Hepp 
  Randy Ray 
  Susie Staats 
  Louise Stack 
 
January 11, 2023 
   Computer Security 
   (Bill Heck) (Sam Colon) 
 
February 2023 
   RootsTech 2023 (TBD) 
 
If you would like to make a presentation or have a 
suggestion for a meeting topic, please contact Bob 
Heck at: bobheckmpafug@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About This Newsletter 
 
This newsletter is the official monthly publication 
of the Milwaukee PAF Users Group.  All rights are 
reserved.  No articles herein may be reproduced for 
profit or commercial gain without the express 
written consent of the Publisher or the Milwaukee 
PAF Users Group.  Other PAF Users Groups may 
republish articles freely, but must include credit to 
the authors and for the Milwaukee PAF Users 
Group Newsletter. 
 
Members interested in submitting articles may e-
mail them to bobheckmpafug@gmail.com.  The 
MPAFUG Publisher will determine if an article will 
be used in this newsletter.  Articles will be used as 
space permits. 
 
 
NO COPYRIGHTED ARTICLES may be 
submitted without express permission of the author 
and publisher.  Articles should be submitted by the 
1st Wednesday to be considered for inclusion in that 
same month.  Credit will be given for your article. 
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MPAFUG KEY INFORMATION 
 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Sam Colon: 

  414-327-2133 

  genrschr@gmail.com 

 

Bob Heck: 

  414-421-7143 

  bobheckmpafug@gmail.com 

 

Jane Orne: 

  262-938-9371 

  orne@Rworld.net 

 

Louise Stack: 

 414-581-3978 

 kilostack@att.net 

 

Bob Tatalovich: 

 414-897-8280 

 Bobt3725@gmail.com 

 

Debbie Bluett 

John Canapa 

Steve Gulgowski 

Bob Miller 

Randy Ray 

 

Questions about MPAFUG? 

Write, call or email: 

MPAFUG c/o Bob Heck 

4910 Steeple Dr. 

Greendale, WI  53129 

414-421-7143 

bobheckmpafug@gmail.com 

 

 

Steering committee meetings are held on the third 

Wednesday of the month except in December.  The 

meetings have historically been held at the Family 

History Center located at 9600 W. Grange Ave, Hales 

Corners, WI; however, due to the Covid 19 pandemic 

the meetings are currently being held via Zoom. 

The Steering Committee is an informal group of 

members who get together to plan the general agendas 

for future meetings.  All MPAFUG members are 

welcome to attend. 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Membership in MPAFUG is open to anyone 
interested in learning more about computer 
genealogy.  Membership is usually $12 per 
calendar year for an individual or family.   
 
For 2023 new membership or renewal:  
 
Please send a check for $12.00 made payable to 
MPAFUG to: 
 
Deborah A. Bluett – MPAFUG Treasurer 
PO Box 229 
Delavan, WI  53115-0229 
 
Please include with your check, your Name, 
Mailing Address, email Address and Phone 
Number. 
 
OUR WEB PAGE:  http://mpafug.org 
We invite you to visit our web page and even print a 
copy of this and the previous month’s newsletter.  
We also have a surname section where you can see 
who else is working on your family line.  Members 
of MPAFUG have access to a members-only web 
page which contains past newsletters and handouts 
from our meetings. 
 


